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Fulton County Flies Air Quality Flag to Protect Students’ Health 

 
County Health Department partners with Bright from the Start:  

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning & Georgia Head Start Association to raise 

awareness of daily air quality conditions 

 
ATLANTA, Ga., (July 24, 2012) – As part of its new initiative Fulton Asthma Improvement and 

Reduction (FAIR), the Fulton County Department of Health Services  is joining Bright from the Start: 

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) and the Georgia Head Start Association to 

help raise public awareness of daily air quality conditions.  The organizations have joined the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency’s School Flag Program to help protect children’s health in Georgia’s 

Pre-K programs, Head Start and Early Head Start centers and child care centers. According to the 

American Lung Association, 24,657 children and nearly 55,000 adults in Fulton County suffer from 

asthma. 

 

“Our first priority is protecting the health and safety of Georgia’s youngest learners,” said DECAL 

Commissioner Bobby Cagle.  “The EPA School Flag Program helps protect children who are particularly 

susceptible to air pollution and will better inform the teachers and providers who are entrusted with their 

care during the school day.” 

 

“We are pleased to partner with DECAL and the Georgia Head Start Association in the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency’s School Flag Program to help protect children’s health,” states Dr. 

Patrice A. Harris, MD, Director, Fulton County Health Services.  
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“The goal of our F.A.I.R. initiative is to address asthma-related disparities in Fulton County and we 

believe the Flag Program is an excellent avenue to educate children, parents and teachers about asthma 

triggers as they relate to air pollution,” said Dr. Harris. 

 

“It is our hope and intention to expand this program from Fulton County into all early childhood 

programs throughout the state in order to decrease the number of asthma attacks among students and 

others,” explained Janice Haker, director for the Georgia Head Start State Collaboration Office. 

Each day, a flag will be posted at the center based on the color of the Air Quality Index (AQI) to show 

different levels of pollution.  By comparing the colored flags to the AQI, teachers and parents will know 

what actions to take to protect the health of their students.   

 

Green signals good air quality, yellow is moderate, orange means unhealthy for sensitive groups (such as 

people with asthma), and red signals unhealthy air for everyone.  A purple flag means the air quality is 

very unhealthy and sensitive groups should avoid all outdoor exertion while others should limit outdoor 

exertion.  

 

Children are particularly susceptible to air pollution, which can harm their lungs and trigger asthma 

attacks.  The flags can help students with asthma track their symptoms when the air pollution levels are in 

an unhealthy range.  Flags may help teachers and parents know when to modify outdoor activities which 

could include shortening exercise or moving exercise indoors when necessary to protect children’s health. 

In addition to the flag system, parents can get the latest air quality information at www.enviroflash.info or 

by downloading the AIRNow smartphone app.  You can get the daily air quality forecast sent to your 

email, cell phone or Twitter.   

For more information on the School Flag Program visit EPA’s AIRNow website at 

www.airnow.gov/schoolflag.   

About Bright from the Start 

Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning is responsible for meeting the 

child care and early education needs of Georgia’s children and their families. It administers the nationally 

recognized Georgia’s Pre-K Program, licenses child care centers and home-based child care, administers 

Georgia's Childcare and Parent Services (CAPS) program, federal nutrition programs, and manages 

voluntary quality enhancement programs. 
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The department also houses the Head Start State Collaboration Office, distributes federal funding to 

enhance the quality and availability of child care, and works collaboratively with Georgia child care 

resource and referral agencies and organizations throughout the state to enhance early care and education. 

For more information, go to www.decal.ga.gov.  
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